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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Interview held on 10/6/05 and the communications filed 9/26/05 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 2,5-9. 1 1. 14-18,20.23-27,36-39 and 43-46 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet{s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Examiner's Amendment and Reasons for Allowance 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a personal interview with Mr. 
Jeffrey Auerbach on October 6, 2005. 

3. The application is further amended as follows: 

Claim 43. [Cunently Amended] A conputer software-mediated method for annotating a user- 
selected target image aspect contained v^thin an electronic image that comprises a 
plurality of inherently unrelated image aspect s, in which the placmient of all desired 
im^e annotations is not determined solely by the scale of the image, and the X Y 
coordinates of the image's center, wherein said inherently unrelated image aspects 
include a target image aspect and a non-tainet image aspect including a target image 
asp e ct and anon target image aspect , said method conprising: 
(A) displaying said electronic image using a conputo'-generated display intafece; 
(B) accessing and querying a searchable electronic list of annotation 
tenns for a desired annotation temi, and permitting a user to add or edit said desired 
annotation tenn to said database list; 



Application/Control Number: 09/976,362 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

(C) associating said desired accessed or added or edited annotation term of said electronic 
list with said selected target image aspect of said electronic image, ^aiein said 
associating conprises positioning said desired annotation temi at a user-selected 
location within the displayed electronic image to identify said selected target image 
aspect and distinguish it fiiom a non-target image aspect contained within said 
electronic image, A\iierein said positioning is acconplished by selecting, dragging and 
dropping said desired annotation term to said user-selected location; 
(P) storing said accessed or added or edited annotation temi and said 
electronic image containing said target image aspect in a searchable electronic database 
of annotation tams and electronic images; and 
(E) permitting a subsequent user to display an electronic image (D) containing said selected 
target image aspect upon the querying of said electronic database (D) for said 
associated annotation temi, wherein said displayed electronic image (D) optionally 
displays said annotation tenn positioned to identify the associated target image aspect 
and distinguish it fix)m non-target image aspects contained within said displayed 
electronic image P), and permitting said subsequent user to add, or edit, and store a 
desired annotation temi to said database list, and to associate said new desired 
annotation temi with an image aspect of said displayed electronic image. 

Claim 44. [Currently Amended] A conq)uter software-mediated method for retrieving and 
displaying an electronic image containing a target image aspect, whaein: said 
electronic image comprises a plurality of inherently unrelated image aspect s, in which 
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the placemgit of all desired image annotations is not determined solely by the scale of 
the image, and the X, Y coordinates of the image's center.. wha:ein said inherently 
unrelated image aspects include a target image aspect and a non-target image aspect 
including a taiget imag e asp e ct and a non target imag e asp e ct and is stored in a database 
of electronic images and annotation temis, 

said target image aspect is associated witii an annotation temi of said database, said 
associated annotation teniis being displayable positioned at a location witiiin the 
displayed electronic image that identifies said selected target image aspect and 
distinguishes it fiom non-taiget image aspects contained witiiin said electronic image, 
said mefliod conpising: 



(A) accessing and querying said database of electronic images and annotation terms 
for electronic images containing a target image aspect associated with a queried 
annotation terni; 

(B) retrieving &om said database an electronic image identified tiirough such querying that 

contains said target image aspect; 
(Q displaying said retrieved electronic image, wherein said retrieved image displays said 

queried annotation term positioned to identify the associated target image aspect and 

distinguish it fiom non-target image aspects contained witiiin tiie displayed electronic 

image; 

(P) permitting a user to add or edit said desired annotation tenn to said database list; 
(E) storing said accessed or added or edited annotation term and said 
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electiDnic image containing said target image aspect in a searchable electronic database 
of annotation tenns and electronic images; and 
(F) permitting a subsequent user to display said electronic image (E) containing said 
selected target image aspect upon the querying of said electronic database (E) for said 
associated annotation temi, wherein said displayed electronic image (E) optionally 
displays said annotation term positioned to idoitify flie associated target image aspect 
and distinguish it fiiom non-taiget image aspects contained within said displayed 
electronic image (E), and permitting said subsequent usq- to add, or edit, and store a 
new desired annotation tenn to said database list, and to associate said new desired 
annotation tenn with an image aspect of said displayed electronic image by selecting, 
draggbg and dropping said new desired annotation term to a usa"-selected locatioa 

Claim 45. [Curr^tly Amended] A computer software-mediated mdhod for retrieving and displaying 
electronic ima^ containing related target image aspects, wdierein: 

said electronic images each con5)rise a plurality of inherently unrelated image aspects^ 
in wdiich the placement of all desired image annotations is not determined solely by the 
scale of the im^e, and the X Y coordinates of the image's center, wherein said 
inherently unrelated image aspects include a target image aspect and a non-target image 
asBgcL including a target imag e asp e ct and a non target ima^ asp e ct and are stored in a 
database of electronic images and annotation tams^ 
said related target image aspects are each associated with at least one 
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member of a femily of related annotation temis of said database, each of said associated 
annotation tenns being displayable positioned at a location within the displayed 
electronic image that idaitifies said selected target ima^ aspect and distinguishes it 
fiom non-target image aspects contained within said electronic image, 
said method conpising: 

(A) accessing and querying said database of electronic images and annotation terms for 
electronic images containing a target image aspect associated with any of said 
family of related annotation 

tarns; 

(B) retrieving fiom said database electronic images identified through such querying tiiat 
contain a target image aspect; 

(C) displaying a retrieved electronic image, wherein said retrieved 
image displays a queried annotation term positioned to identify the associated target 
image aspect and distinguish it fiiom non-target imagp aspects contained within the 
displayed electronic image; 
P) permitting a user to add or edit said desired annotation terai to said database list by 
selecting, dragging and dropping said desired annotation tenn to a user-selected 
location; 

(E) storing said accessed or added or edited annotation terms and said electronic images 
containing said target image aspects in a searchable electronic database of annotation 
terms and electronic imag^; ard 
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(F) permitting a subsequait user to display said electronic images (D) containing said 
selected target image aspects upon the querying of said electronic database (D) for 
electronic images containing a target image aspect associated with any of said family of 
related annotation tenns, v^erein a displayed electronic image (D) optionally displays 
said annotation temi positioned to identify the associated target image aspect and 
distinguish it fiom non-taiget image aspects contained within said displayed electronic 
image (D\ and pemiitting said subsequent user to add, or edit, and store a new desired 
annotation tenn to said database list, and to associate said new desired annotation terni 
with an image aspect of said displayed electronic image. 



Claim 46. [Currently Amended] A conputer system specially ad^ted by software to store, 
retrieve and dispky an electronic image containing a taigdirnage aspect, said 
electronic image con5)rises a pluraKty of inherently unrelated image aspect s, in which 
the placement of all desired image annotations is not detamined solely by the scale of 
the image, and tiie X Y coordinates of the image's center, wherein said inhgientiy 
unrelated image aspects include a target image aspect and a non-target image aspect 
including a target imag e asp e ct and a non target imag e aspect and is stored in a database 
of electronic images and annotation terms, 

said target image aspect is associated witii an annotation term of said database, said 
associated annotation temis being displayable positioned at a location witiiin the 
displayed electronic image that identifies said selected target image aspect and 



Application/Control Number: 09/976,362 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2174 

distinguishes it fiiom non-target image aspects contained wifliin said electronic image, 
said conputo: systmi accon5)lishing the: 



(A) accession and querying of said database of electronic images and annotation temis for 
electronic images containing a target image aspect associated with a queried annotation 
temi iqx)n the request of 

(B) retrieval fix)m said database of an electronic image identified through such querying that 

contains said target image aspect; 

(C) display of said retrieved electronic image, wherein said retrieved image displays said 
queried annotation terni positioned to identify the associated target image aspect and 
distinguish it fiiom non-target image aspects contained within the displayed electronic 
image; 

(P) addition or editing of a desired annotation term to said database list by a user, and 
associating of a desired annotation term with an image aspect by selecting, dragging and 
dropping said desired annotation term to a user-selected location in said electronic 
image; 

(E) storage of said accessed or added or edited annotation term and said electronic image 
containing said target image aspect in a searchable electronic database of annotation 
terms and electronic images; 

(F) display of said electronic image (E) containing said selected target image aspect to a 
subsequent user iqx)n the querying of said electronic database (E) for said associated 
annotation temi either alone or in combination with a difiFenent annotation torn. 
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wherein said displayed electronic image (E) optionally displays said annotation tenn 
positioned to idoitify the associated target image aspect and distinguish it fiom non- 
target image aspects contained within said displayed electronic image (E); and 
(G) addition or editing and storage of a new desired annotation terni to said database list by 
a subsequent user, and the association of said new desired annotation term with an 
image aspect of said displayed 

electronic imagQ. 



4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

5. Claims 2, 5-9, 11, 14-18, 20, 23-27, 36-39, and 43-46 are allowed. 

6. The prior art made of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the claimed invention. 
Specifically, the prior art fails to teach, in combination with the remaining elements: 

a method for annotating a user-selected target image aspect contained within an electronic image that 
comprises a plurality of inherently unrelated image aspects, in which the placanent of all desired image 
annotations is not detamined solely by the scale of the image, and the X, Y coordinates of the image's cmter, 
wherein said inherently unrelated image aspects include a target image aspect and a non-target image aspect as 
recited in claims 43-46. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Inquires 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sy Luu whose telephone nimiber is (571) 272-4064. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:300 am to 4:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 

supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for impublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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